Summer 2002 Intern Work Plan

“The Antebellum Black Community of Baltimore City and County, 1830 – 1860”

in support of project: 

“Beneath the Underground:” 

Assisted Flight and the Conspiracy Against Slavery in Maryland, 

1830 – 1860

This summer’s work will concentrate on Baltimore County and City.  In brief, we are attempting to bring greater understanding of the environment of blacks in antebellum Maryland.  As part of our on-going effort to grasp the form and function of the Maryland slave society (slave resistance, flight, and the Underground Railroad), we are extracting data that reveals the local in Baltimore County and City where black communities emerged.  As a special focus, we are seeking to understand something about the enslaved persons that General Charles Carnan Ridgley manumitted conditionally upon his death in 1829.  

Interns will mine the following records:

U. S. Census: 

· Working with the 1830, 1840, 1850, and 1860 Census enumerations interns will create a profile of slave communities and slave holding in Baltimore County and City, as well as a profile of free black communities and population clusters in Baltimore County.  Slave schedules are available for 1850 and 1860.  Identifying only holders of twenty or more enslaved persons, a sketch of where the largest holders were located in the county should result.  Time permitting, Baltimore City free black clusters will also be profiled (the 1860 Census for the City had been transcribed, promising to make this more feasible within our time constraints).

Mapping/Plats/Land Records:

· Attempts place black population clusters “on the map” will be made

Slave Jail Population Profile:  Based on Jerry Hynson’s work with the records of the Baltimore City slave jail incarcerations, interns will create a profile of not only who was retained their, but from what part of the state or country the escaped.  

Newspaper Stripping: for runaway advertisements and notices of detainment of would-be fugitive slaves

Stripping for Case Studies in Select Record Groups: 

· Stripping for potential case studies of UGRR activity in Baltimore County and City will be undertaken in the following records:

STAGSERs (by agency) 

MARYLAND PENITENTIARY 

S270 - (Commitments), 1850-1900 

S275 - (Prisoners Record), 1811-1893 

S276 - (Prisoners Record, Copy), 1811-1893 

S277 - (Prisoners Record, Index), 1840-1906 

COAGSERs (by combined series) 

(Criminal Docket) 

BALT. CITY CRIMINAL COURT , 1852-1959, C1849 

BALT. CITY CRIMINAL COURT , N.D., TM82 

BALT. CITY JUSTICE OF THE PEACE , 1821-1852, C211 

BALT. COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT , 1854-1938, C315 

BALT. COUNTY COURT , 1817-1844, C314 

(Criminal Docket, Eastern District) 

BALT. CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT , 1863-1959, C2111 

BALT. CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT , 1863-1960, T2271 

(Criminal Removal Docket) 

BALT. COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT , 1853-1864, C319 

Hampton Plantation: 

· Baltimore City Directories will be used to chart the movements and resettlement patterns for blacks freed people from Hampton Plantation and Iron Works

· Information pertaining to Hampton will be extracted from other records mined as part of the larger project

